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Meaningful, Intelligent content for a diverse audience in a stable environment offering challenges for constant improvement.

Newly-minted baccalaurate with 
a lifetime of keen enthusiasm 
for writing and avid interest for 
information, Doug Vehovec, 37, 
brings myriad skills and experiences 
to the field of journalism — long held 
in high regard as a noble endeavor.

The only member of his immediate 
family to pursue a college education, 
Vehovec recalls thumbing through 
the university catalog of degree 
programs alphabetically.  He 
stopped upon reaching the letter 
“J” after reading the description for 
journalism, which promised training 
for a real-world career in writing.

Before completing his studies, 
the call of travel and adventure led 
to several excursions, including an 
open-ended visit to Europe and 
relocation to California with dreams 
of turning a box full of spec scripts 
into Hollywood reality.

The intervening years have 
cultivated a strong curiosity for 
science and technology journalism, 
cultivated further through the 
return to university life that included 
training in gathering and analyzing 
data, and critiquing and interpreting 
research.

The final years of undergraduate 
study had also offered an opportunity 
for leadership and helping others 
develop through stewardship of the 
lab newspaper The Cleveland Stater.

He has also taken advantage of the 
exponentially increasing freedom of 
the Internet to develop his own blog, 
where he posts essays on various 
topics as well as narrative interviews 
with media professionals and other, 
more experimental styles of writing.

Graduate from diverse 
Cleveland State University’s 
metro market eager for skills, 
talent and experience to 
coalesce in new ventures

A by-the-books look at the professional 
life of Doug Vehovec shows a career 
built mainly in the healthcare sector, 
particularly in the pharmacy business.
Most recently, this equates to a position 

with Remedi SeniorCare, the current 
evolution of what began as start-up Health 
One Pharmacy where he was recruited for 
general operations in 2006.  
Excellent performance there led to a 

series of promotions and stints with 
various departments including lead 
technician for controlled substances, 
field work in customer service and 
appointment to a critical position as a 
billing specialist — a key role developed 
specifically to utilize his skillset. In this 
position, he was able to proactively save 
the company considerable amounts 
of money through preventative billing 
measures as well as retroactively procure 
significant profit margins by tackling a 
backlog of insurance claims.
During a transitional period from 

longterm care pharmacy, he took a 
position with global manufacturing firm 
W.S. Tyler. In that role, which began as 
a data entry position, he again found his 
performance leading to advancement 
with the company in relatively short 
order. He was tasked with taking on dual 
responsibility as both the Export Sales 
Coordinator and was again chosen to 
fulfill a newly created position, this time 
as Inside Sales Research.  
When he was not managing the 

company’s international sales, he was 
scouring trade publications and Internet 
resources to generate leads for the regional 
sales managers. In the latter capacity, he 
had the opportunity to make thoughtful 
presentations to executives on his findings 
that on one occasion led to opening a 
new market for sales in the wind turbine 
manufacturing industry.
 Earlier work in the healthcare industry 

included a temporary position with 
University Hospitals, a world class 
clinical and research center. Here, he was 
retained to transition the organization’s 
time-keeping system for over 30,000 
employees. Included in this assignment 
were conducting beta testing for the 
system and training department heads, 
troubleshooting and error correction 
and identifying system issues, while 
administering weekly payroll.
Prior to his work in healthcare, he 

enjoyed successful and rewarding 
managerial positions in the food and 
beverage industry. Chief among these 

jobs was his time as assistant manager for 
Arabica Coffeehouse, a popular Cleveland 
business since 1976. He performed a 
similar function for Starbucks, as well 
as holding wait staff positions for two 
very popular Cleveland-area restaurants, 
Lure Bistro and Willoughby Brewing 
Company.
“A lot of those jobs I basically fell into,” 

notes Vehovec.  “Like the pharmacy, that 
came about because the owner [Brad 
Pinkerton] came into the Lure all the 
time. He asked if I’d consider coming to 
work for him, and I felt like it was a good 
move to start a more reliable job like that.”
Earlier experiences included a variety 

of jobs, including one stand out while 
attending Kent State University.  While 
studying magazine journalism there, he 
held a graphic design position with the 
university’s marketing department.  In 

that assignment, he was responsible for 
design and layout of signage as well as 
production using CAD software and a 
vinyl sign cutter.
Delving even further into the 

past, Vehovec displayed a strong 
entrepreneurial spirit.  In addition to 
the classic childhood job of delivering 
newspapers (which played a significant 
role in developing his interest in the 
news), receipt of a rubber stamp set as 
a birthday gift one year inspired him to 
create his own local newsletter, which he 
took upon himself to deliver door-to-door 
in his neighborhood.  Recipients were so 
impressed by his industrious nature that 
they actually paid the nickel fee he would 
later come around to collect.
He also made headlines himself one 

summer after transforming a small Kool-
Aid stand on a busy street corner into a 
quasi-convenient store by using his profits 
to purchase wholesale candy and sundry 
items for resale there.
It was around that time that he would 

also spend Friday afternoons and 
evenings setting up and dismantling his 
elementary school’s gymnasium for bingo 
night, a position that afforded him the 
luxury of plenty of disposable income for 
his beloved comic book collection.
“What I’ve always dreamed of, though, 

is becoming a professional writer,” 
he professes. “Since the time I first 
recognized not only the words from the 
books my mother would read to me, but 
also that there was a real person whose 
job it had been to write them, I knew that’s 
what I wanted to do.
“Being a writer has got to be the coolest 

job in the world,” he is fond of saying.  
“To have the opportunity to share what 
you’ve written with an audience and 
[hopefully] have them enjoy it — I can’t 
imagine there’s anything more exciting or 
rewarding.”

Work more than series of jobs, dates, bullet points

“To have the opportunity to 
share what you’ve written with 
an audience and [hopefully] have 
them enjoy it — I can’t imagine 
there’s anything more exciting or 

rewarding.”

On his blog thelongshotist.com, Doug 
Vehovec — who purposefully uses a low-
ercase “i” pronoun —describes himself 
as “a dude who likes to write. Could be 
non-fiction or fiction, narrative features 
or topical essays...i write stuff about top-
ics that pique my interest like MMOs, 
comics and binge-worthy television. i 
also like to talk to other people engaged 
in media-related projects of their own 
and share their stories.”

In addition, he also voraciously reads 

futurist articles and has begun integrat-
ing science writing into his portfolio.

“His writing definitely has its own voice 
and style,” said Dan Levindofske, a writ-
ing workshop partner.  “It’s like he’s hav-
ing an intelligent conversation with the 
reader.”

Humbled to hear his work described 
that way, Vehovec couldn’t be happier 
with that particular turn of phrase.

“I’m most proud of some of the inter-
views I’ve done at The Long Shot,” said 
Vehovec.  “In particular, my conver-
sations with [artist] Jim Mahfood and 
[game designer] Paul O’Connor.  They 
were both terrific experiences, and both 
noted how well I’d done my research — 

which had a large impact on how the 
narrative turned out.”

The Long Shot brand that he consis-
tently produces work under formed in 
2005 with the feature film “Bad Service” 
that he wrote, produced, co-directed, 
edited and starred in, an effort that co-
alesced after opting to shoot one of sev-
eral spec scripts he’d written.

As a journalism student at Cleveland 
State University (CSU), Vehovec leapt at 
the opportunity for published work by 
writing for The Cauldron, CSU’s alter-
native student newspaper, where he lat-
er became sports editor during his final 
semester.

Writer feels calling, 
heeds with vigor

See ‘Personal’ Page Two



The capstone for his course of study also includ-
ed two concurrent semesters working for The 
Cleveland Stater, CSU’s lab newspaper.  As a staff 
reporter, he took on additional responsibilities as 
the assistant copy editor and online editor.  He 

regularly received positive feedback from his colleagues, audience and stakeholders 
of his stories for professionalism and quality, and on more than one occasion his 
work was later used in successful marketing projects of those stakeholders.

“This article will help the program on multiple fronts, all the way to our next grant 
writing in 2017,” wrote Valli Sarveswaran, director of the McNair Scholars Program. 
“What you have done is something we’ll never be able to achieve no matter how 
many meetings we have or how much we spent on marketing materials.”

For the second portion of the course, Vehovec was selected to fulfill the role of ed-
itor-in-chief, a responsibility he dove into with great enthusiasm.  While continuing 
to produce quality material, he was also proud to help his staff generate ideas and 

develop their own skills as writers, layout designers and editors.
The Stater’s faculty adviser, Dr. Anup Kumar, also provided positive feedback for 

his work garnered from his own contacts in the professional world, one of whom said 
that the paper was “the best it’s been in years,” 
specifically noting the excellent headlines and 
design elements of the student-produced 
newspaper.

Following Vehovec’s May 2014 summa cum 
laude graduation, he plans to continue 
writing in a freelance capacity, both on his 
blog and wherever his ambition carries him.  
As a member of the Society of Professional Journalists, he aims to leverage those 
networking opportunities as well as taking advantage of the ever-expanding possi-
bilities of online journalism outlets to segue into a career as a professional writer, 
his lifelong passion and dream.
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“It’s like he’s having an 
intelligent conversation 

with the reader.”

Immediately following high school graduation in 1995, Doug Vehovec matricu-
lated to Ashland University on an academic scholarship.  Inspired by a wonder-
ful honors English teacher, he initially pursued a degree in that discipline.  Family 
problems and financial hardship would not see him return to that institution the 
following year, but unwilling to forego his education, he enrolled at Lakeland Com-
munity College where he would earn his associate’s degree in arts.  While attending 
that school, he also hosted his own radio program that featured his eccentric tastes 
in music as well as live interviews with whoever he could convince to join him in 
the studio.

From there, Vehovec attended Kent State University, where by virtue of his associ-
ate’s degree he had to choose a major course of study upon enrollment.  At that time 
an enormous fan of Wizard Magazine, he serendipitously selected magazine jour-
nalism, later becoming hopelessly lost in New York state attempting to locate their 
offices for a glimpse at what he dreamt would be his future place of employment.  
While at Kent, he and a fellow journalism student produced a free weekly zine called 
“The Morning After Post” — a satirical news publication that he is happy to see is 
still being made today, 15 years later, in a digital format by that same colleague.

Wanderlust and perhaps naivety led him to withdraw from academia before com-
pleting his undergraduate studies, whereupon he traveled numerous places both 
in the United States and abroad, while continuing to pursue writing ventures in 
several mediums.

In 2012, the ambition to earn his bachelor’s degree and gain valuable education 
and experience inspired him to return to college life at Cleveland State Universi-
ty.  After diligently applying himself to coursework in journalism and promotional 
communication, Vehovec has successfully earned a bachelor’s degree, graduating 
summa cum laude in May 2014.

“I’m so happy that I decided to go back to school,” he said of his undergraduate 
achievement.  “I’ve had so many terrific experiences and opportunities to learn, to 
write and to make connections.  My professors have been truly wonderful.  They’ve 
taught me not only about my craft and the industry, but about myself.”

With the encouragement of his mentor Dr. Anup Kumar, Vehovec is seriously 
considering graduate school as well.  Dr. Kumar believes he would make an ex-
cellent researcher as well as writer, and has suggested several programs including 
the MIT Science Writing program and the Cardiff School of Journalism, Media & 
Cultural Studies’ Computational Journalism program.

Unconventional education results in well-rounded 
individual, polished craft and possibilities
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